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Article and Photos by Jerome Pouille, Translated by Kang Lingyu
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80  GIANT PANDA
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Flight VDA3134 took off from Chengdu Shuangliu
International Airport (China) on January 18,2018 at
6:04 AM Beijing time with giant pandas Jin Baobao and
Hua Bao on board. After around 10 hours of flight over
6,743 km, the specially chartered plane landed in the snow
at the Helsinki-Vantaa International Airport in the Finnish
capital, the same day at 10:19 AM Helsinki time.

After being unloaded from the plane, the two pandas
were quickly loaded into a DHL truck that took them to the
Ahtiri Zoo, in the Finnish town of the same name, about 330km
from the capital. They will be staying there for 15 years
according to the research, cooperation and conservation
agreement signed on April 5, 2017 with the State Forestry
Administration following the Chinese President Xi Jinping’s
final agreement with his Finnish counterpart Sauli Niinisto
during his two-day state visit to Finland. K3



